Progressive Christian thinkers are not free of problems either...

	

	Teilhard de Chardin: was he guilty of endeavouring to put new wine into old wineskins?


There is a stream of progressive Christian thought, based on St Paul and often following Teilhard de Chardin, that sees itself freed from the fall-redemption Christology. It often promotes an understanding of a "cosmic Christ" in place of a Christ figure who repairs the sin of Adam. The emphasis in this theology is not on a story of an original fault, a story encased in a very limited understanding of the cosmos. Rather, the focus is on contemporary understanding of the size of the universe and the evolutionary development of life on earth. In this context, "the Christ" assumes new meaning and a far bigger role. The Christ is associated with God in the act of creation and with whatever God's intent for the universe may be. Christ is the beginning and the end. Everything that exists has its beginning in "the Christ" and will come to its final fulfillment in "the Christ". This "cosmic Christ" thinking marks a quantum leap from any understanding "messiah" had in Hebrew thinking – and in fact only came into prominence in the twentieth century in light of what is known today about evolutionary development.
Yet in some ways, this progressive thought is akin to putting new wine into old wineskins. It is often a case of articulating an understanding of "Christ" within the framework of a "new story" about the universe and its origins and evolutionary development while at the same time remaining rooted (as Teilhard was) in classical, traditional Christological foundations, namely:

· a personal God with a plan for the universe,

· the resurrection of Jesus as a religious "big bang" phenomenon that ushered in new connection with God,

· the Spirit being released in a new way upon creation because of Jesus' resurrection and ascension into heaven.

All of this thinking has its roots in a theological worldview that takes for granted that God is an elsewhere deity, that humanity was somehow disconnected from God, and that the resurrection of Jesus was the great moment of re-connection with God ushering in a "new creation".
This progressive thinking about a "Cosmic Christ" figure tries to fit with what is known about the universe today and it seeks to be inclusive of all people, but in fact it keeps stumbling over several factors that its proponents never seem to acknowledge:
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Did Jesus have even the slightest notion of the claims made for "the cosmic Christ"?

And if he didn't, (as I suspect he didn't), this thinking puts the cart before the horse. Jesus and his teaching almost seem irrelevant — and in fact has become so to many proponents of this thinking. It is a great pity to hear so many "progressive" Christians who are immersed in a "new story of the universe" asking where Jesus fits into the "new" thinking.
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To what extent is "cosmic Christ" thinking reliant on a mystical experience of Paul and Paul's grand vision of reality — at the expense of Jesus' preaching about the here and now importance of establishing "God's kingdom here on earth"?

Paul's grand vision of a new creation, while lofty and full of idealism, led to a monumental theological shift: the importance of Jesus was heavenly, not earthly. Consequently, theology became fixated on this heavenly figure and who he was and why he had to be so different from the rest of us in order to achieve the heavenly task.

I think Paul put the cart before the horse and distracted Christianity for 2000 years by putting the emphasis in the heavens rather than on earth.
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If "cosmic Christ" points to a reality that is way beyond the limitations of Christian thinking and is inclusive of all people and all religions and the totality of the universe and its past, present and future, why keep using the word, "Christ" which is so linked to the Christian religion and has a particular, limited understanding within Jewish and Christian thought?
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