An alternative way of understanding the role of Jesus...

There is another way to think about God and Jesus and revelation and the world and all its people — and I believe that "Christ" language is not at all helpful, or even meaningful, in this thinking.
Some key elements in this thinking are:

1. The mystery we call "God" is beyond our human notions of "person" and the way we humans observe, react, think, plan and intervene.
2. The universality of consciousness and energy are worthwhile contemporary pointers to this divine presence permeating and sustaining everything that exists.
3. God is mystery beyond all knowing, a mystery always present and active – like "the breath" moving through all that exists.
4. God is the mystery that underpins all that exists and can never be absent or disconnected from our world. It makes no sense whatever to assert that the divine presence can ever be separated from what exists because that presence is the cause and sustainer of all that exists
5. God is manifested in our universe and in our world through observable patterns, such as those in evolutionary development on earth.
6. Some of the key patterns are: working together, co-operation, moving to stages beyond the possibility of units not working together.
7. The human species emerged from the divine presence at work through these and other patterns.
8. The human species, as with all life forms, emerged within the divine.
9. The divine presence, the mystery we call, "God", has been, is, and always will be, present with the human endeavor and all of reality, constantly manifesting or giving expression to itself in the on-going developments. Revelation comes from the ground up, from within the human community and all that exists, not from heaven down.
10. The divine presence, operating within the human community, will naturally be given wonderful expression in people we see as "gifted" whether that be in art, music, science, philosophy, religious insight or any human field of achievement. We would expect the divine presence to manifest itself clearly in men and women throughout the ages who would stress the need to work together, to co-operate with one another, to avoid violence and selfishness, and to care for one another.
11. Jesus came from God – but not from a God up above, but the always present, active divine presence. Jesus gave that divine presence a wonderful way to manifest itself.
12. Jesus, like other great religious leaders, gave wonderful, clear articulation of how men and women are to live in harmony with one another and to give the best possible human expression to the divine at work.
13. It is the message of Jesus that is of divine essence. It is the message that must be heard.
14. When Jesus died, he died into the ebb and flow of the divine always present.
15. "Christ" language and notions have effectively distracted Christians for 2,000 years from hearing the good and challenging news that Jesus preached. The followers of Jesus became "Christians". It is time to examine what the word entails and to reflect to what extent Christianity locked itself into theological thinking and institutional agendas around "Christ" that have little to do with Jesus' preaching and what he was ready to die for.
16. The information we have today about our universe and our planet and ourselves provides a new and more relevant context in which to tell the story of Jesus and how he gave human expression to the Mystery of God and what we desperately need, as a species, not just as Christians, to learn from his insights and preaching.
If we focus on Jesus, we focus on a human reality, on human experience, and the insights of someone living that experience. We can then bring that reality, experience and the insights to our living and our questioning today. To focus on Jesus is to focus on how to give the best possible human expression to the divine always present, everywhere, in our universe. To focus on Jesus leads to affirmation of the divine presence with us – and considerable challenge to give that presence "free reign" in all we do. To focus on Jesus is somehow open-ended. Being right or wrong is not the issue. The issue is how to live lives that give clear expression to the divine within all of us.
If we focus on Christ, whether we are aware of it or not, we are locking ourselves into institutional religion's notions about God that are time and culturally conditioned. And more importantly, those notions are fiercely defended by the religious institution because they give the institution unique identity. Christ is misleading. It takes us away from Jesus and into the world of outdated institutional concepts of God and the defense of the religious institution's identity. In this world, institutional leadership holds supreme control and tolerates no questioning as it constructs creeds and "tradition" and "authoritative teachings" that are not to be questioned. This is the world of thought control. Jesus would never be at home in this environment – and on this ground alone it is surely time for us to give serious thought to whether we should continue to link Jesus and Christ so blithely.
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